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Teach a tailed livestock-guardian
dog a trick or two about being a
usetul farmhand or companion.

BY JODI HELMER

ackie Church refused to give up on Apollo. The son of Apollo’s
former owner would tease the 6-year-old Maremma, making it
act out toward men. Instead of letting the owners surrender
Apollo to the shelter, where the dog would face euthanasia for
aggression, Church took the livestock-guardian dog in and set to
work rehabilitating it.

She spent months working with Apollo. She started by spending
time around the dog, doing chores in its pasture or reading a
book near its shelter, to help it get accustomed to being around new people.

“He was great with stock,” Church recalls. “His issue was people.”

After a few weeks of watching Church sit in the pasture, Apollo worked
up the courage to approach her, allowing Church to pet the dog for the first
time. A few months later, Apollo was eager to be scratched behind the ears
and explore the pasture at Church’s side.

Once Apollo felt comfortable around Church, she started teaching the
dog to trust men. Her husband, Tom, accompanied her to the pasture to feed
Apollo and help with chores. After six months of rehabilitation, Apollo was
adopted by a farmer who put the dog back to work guarding stock, while
offering it plenty of affection and attention.

“He started to learn to trust us and blossomed into this incredible dog
that loved being around people,” Church says.

Working with Apollo led Church down an unexpected path, introducing
her to the need for an experienced trainer to rehabilitate livestock-guardian
dogs. Church, who breeds Maremmas and raises sheep, goats, and chickens on
Windance Farms in upstate New York, started working with rescue groups and
frustrated farmers who believed their “failed” livestock-guardian dogs were
too damaged to succeed on the farm.
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Educating farmers
is one of the
biggest challenges
Sandra Moore
faces in her work

with LGDs.

LGDs are bred to
work on farmes,
protecting goats,
sheep, chickens
and other
livestock from
predators.
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dangerously with their owners. Frustrated with their
failed dogs, farmers often dump the dogs in rural areas
to fend for themselves or surrender them to shelters
where their fate is grim.

There’s a perception that a working dog that escaped
its pasture to roam, chased the stock or killed its charges
isn’t cut out for farm life, according to Sandra Moore, of
Haven Acres Farm near Austin, Texas. “I see ads all the
time for litters of puppies from ‘working parents, and
farmers buy these dogs and expect them to know what to
do,” Moore says. “Guess what? The puppies aren't
working. Just because a dog comes from a successful
working pair doesn’t mean it’ll know what to do.”

Moore has 15 LGDs patrolling the pastures of
goats, chickens, ducks and peafowl on her farm. While
her guardian dogs are well-socialized, bonded to their
charges and learn from each other, Moore knows that
not all LGDs are as fortunate. In 2007, she started
working with rescue groups and farmers to rehabilitate
failed guardian dogs.
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A few months ago, Moore saw an ad on Craigslist from
a dog owner who wanted to sell her 4-month-old
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Great Pyrenees. She purchased the pup from a breeder
to protect a flock of backyard chickens. Instead of
lounging in the grass and watching for predators, the
8-week-old ball of fluff tried to befriend the chickens.
Worried that the dog would kill the chickens, the
urban farmer decided to sell it online and use the cash
to trade up to a trained LGD. Moore purchased the
dog, named it Sugar Bear and set to work training it as
an LGD for her farm.

“Just because the breed has guardian instincts doesn’t
mean he knows what to do,” Moore explains. “You can't
just put puppies out in a pasture on their own and expect
them to work. He could have become a ruined dog.”

To the credit of the original owner, the dog was removed
from the chicken run before it killed any of its charges.

“When [an LGD] isn’t doing its job ... the problem
needs to be addressed before the dog harms the live-
stock it’s supposed to protect,” says Bonnie Beaver,
DVM, a veterinary behaviorist and professor at Texas
A&M University College of Veterinary Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences.

Most of the calls Moore receives about rehabilitating
or rehoming LGDs are from farmers who bought pup-
pies, assumed the dogs knew what to do, and suffered
stock losses or dealt with bad behavior on the farm.
“When this happens, it’s the dogs that suffer,” she says.

Educating farmers is one of the biggest challenges

Moore faces in her work with LGDs. She believes that
when a guardian dog fails, it’s often the farmer who

should be blamed, not the dog.

After a few weeks at Haven Acres Farm, Sugar Bear
learned how to be a successful guardian dog. Moore
established a feeding routine, placed the dog in a secure
paddock where it observed farm chores, introduced it to
her successful guardian dogs to learn appropriate
behaviors, and started letting it to interact with chickens
and goats so she could monitor its reactions, allowing




For a retailer near you or more info:

800-367-1534

HealthyWorldPetDeodorizer.cOm

Circle No. 196 on the Reader Service Card
30 HOBBYFARMS - hobbyfarms.com

-
e |
L |
-
-——
<l
-
-
-
b
-
W
_——
Ir.':t
ey
"
or

L

Y

._r

1Y
Il-
1

Wy By -
L E

s T L
t..'.i_.f!-l. . .
ey T

s
g

]

]

N ;
,,.? .
. v e

: {_

™ .
S o 1 ¥

= 140 s -
Ml &

An LGD can be an asset to a small-scale farm, where fences and shelters might not be enough to keep live-

stock safe from predation.

Sugar Bear to get the hang of what it takes
to be a contributing member of the farm.
According to Moore, LGDs are
resilient dogs with strong instincts, and
rehabilitation is possible. Guardian dogs
that failed to thrive in their previous envi-
ronments can be retrained to work in the
fields or retired from life on the farm and
placed with families as companion dogs.
The process takes time, effort and
know-how, but the results are
often astounding.

ehabilitating an
LGD requires setting
clear, concise and
consistent expecta-
tions, according to
Church. The dog
should understand what

is expected of it and be
praised for responding to com-
mands. It’s also essential to take cues
from the dog. “When you take in a rescue,
you need to let the dog set the pace,’
Church says.

After taking in a Maremma that was
killing chickens, Church started assessing
its knowledge of commands. It didn’t take
long for her to realize that the dog didn’t
know its own name because no one ever
spoke to it. Before she could teach the dog
commands and expect it to respond, she
needed to teach it to respond to its name.
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During rehabilitation, the LGD needs
to be part of the action on the farm,
hearing tractors moving across a pasture,
the sound of a cell phone ringing or
music playing during morning chores;
watching cats race through the barn; or
farmhands harvesting crops and tending
to stock. “The more things you can
expose them to, the less likely they are to

see them as a threat,” Church says.
Rehabilitating an LGD also
requires observing its
behavior.
Church received a
call about a Great
Pyrenees that
attacked an alpaca it
was supposed to pro-
tect. The dog couldn’t
be trusted with alpacas

"N but repeated observa-
’\% tions with other stock
7 S showed Church it was
L e

b 2

comfortable and well-mannered

around sheep, so the dog was rehabil-
itated to become a successful sheep
guardian on a different farm. “Just because
a dog failed at one thing doesn’'t mean it’s a
failure,” she explains.

Beaver, former president of the
American Veterinary Medical Association,
believes that puppies need to be socialized
with the animals they're supposed to be
guarding and engaged in regular inter-
actions with people.

—Continued on page 93



GOOSE MEADOW KUNEKUNE PIGS

m High-quality KuneKune pigs from excellent bloodlines.
m Beautiful grazing pigs, excellent personalities.
| = Shipping available.
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IDAHO PASTURE PIGS — Pigs designed spemfmaliy for
pasture-based systems! Smaller, gentler pig. Selling quality

breeding stock. Gary and Shelly Farris, 208-745-7978; 208-
716-1733; www.idahopasturepigs.com (See display adver—
tisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

EXOTIC KUNEKUNE PIGS and rare Red Wattle hogs. Great
pasture grazers. Selling farm pets and quality breeding stock.
‘Missouri; 573-421-2365

AMERICAN GUINEA HOG ASSOCIATION — Dedicated to
the preservation of an American original. Membership,
breeders, more at 207-380-2998; www.guineahogs.org

BERKSHIRE, RED WATTLE, LARGE BLACK, Mangalitsa pigs
for sale. Feeder pigs available. Excellent health. Can arrange
shipping. Ken Kehrli, Winthrop, 1A; 319-934-3736; 563-920-
2814

'RARE LARGE BLACKS AND RED WATTLES — Excellent
grazers, gentle, breeding pairs or organic butcher. Piglets
year-round. 406-359-1447; www.crankycarlsfarm.com

BREEDING GUINEA HOGS in Odell, IL. Small, friendly, and
personable: perfect for your farm! 815-674-0274; www.
farmerinodell.com & #

FUR IMMER FARM — LBHA Large Black Hogs, Stall 14,
Mother Earth News Fair, Seven Springs, PA, September 20-
22! 814 685-3861; www.furimmerfarm.com &#

KUNEKUNE PIGS — The Iron Horse Farm offers the best:
quality Kunekunes. Experienced exporter. Olympia, WA; 360-
754-5352: www.theironhorsefarm.com

RED WATTLE HOGS — Critically rare, gentle, great mothers,
easy keepers, flavorful pork, perfect hobby-farm hogs. 270-565-
- 3815; redwattles@hotmail.com; www.redwattleproject.org

REGISTERED LARGE BLACK HOGS in southern Ohio. Six dif-
ferent bloodlines. lowa Alrose boar bloodline. Spring pigs
available. 937-695-0669; www.gracefulgrazers.com &4

ROCKING BAR B RANCH — American Guinea Hogs in north-
western Oregon. Piglets/shoats year-round; priced by age.
1 503-662-3435; barbara@rockingbarb.com

TAMWORTH SWINE ASSOCIATION — Registered purebred
heritage breed. Remarkable mothers, grazers; terrific taste; fun
to raise. Come join us! 574-222-0073; www.tamworthswine.
com

'YAK — Alternative cattle for the 21st century. Low-fat, low-
cholesterol. Largest tame herd in eastern North America.
320-685-4489; 320-266-8090; www.yak-man.com |

THIRTY YAKS FOR SALE — One Rovyal. If | don’t have the yak
you are looking for, | can probably find one for you. Akron,
CO; 970-345-6775 __

—Continued from page 30

Socializing an LGD with people is an
important part of the rehabilitation
process. In contrast with the old-school
methods of raising livestock guardians
with minimal interaction, showing
LGDs affection is encouraged. “There
used to be a fear that showing a dog
affection would cause it to bond with
the farmer and not the stock,” Moore
explains. “It’s not true. There is nothing
wrong with going into the pasture to
feed the dogs and giving them a pat on
the head and a little love. It makes them
even more loyal and willing to be there
when you need them.”

In fact, not bonding with the dog
could backfire. Dogs that have limited
interaction with people can turn semi-
feral, according to Moore.

In 2010, Moore was contacted by a
farmer who was selling her herd of goats
and no longer wanted her LGD. Rescues
refused to take Gus because the dog
barked and lunged at anyone who got too
close to its pasture. Even the farmer was
afraid of the 4-year-old Great Pyrenees
mix; she tossed food over the fence and
carried a stick to enter the pasture. “The
poor dog hadn’t gotten any attention in
his whole life,” she says.

Moore visited the farm five times
over a two-month period to assess Gus
and gain the dog’s trust. Confident that
Gus was untrained but not aggressive,
she brought the dog home and integrated
it into farm life. Although slow to warm
up to new people, the dog has grown to
trust Moore and other farm regulars and
maintains its role as a successful goat
guardian.

Role Models

In addition to training and rehabilitating
LGDs using clear, concise and consistent
commands, Church relies on help from
the other guardian dogs on her farm.

“It’s ideal to work [dogs going through
rehabilitation] with existing dogs that are
trained,” she says. “The trained dogs
become mentors, teaching the [failed]
dogs how to act.”

Farmers who put LGD puppies in a
pasture with older guardian dogs need to
make sure that the older dogs are well-
trained because the puppies will observe

COURTESY SANDRA MOORE

Not bonding with an LGD can backfire, as dogs

with limited human interaction can turn semi-feral.

and mimic their behaviors. For LGDs
undergoing rehabilitation, mentor dogs
instill respect and manners, Moore says.

She believes that her Australian Cattle
Dog, Oliver, helped a rescued Great
Pyrenees settle into life on the farm.
Kirby was 60 pounds underweight when
Moore pulled the dog from a shelter in
Austin. It was so fearful and submissive
that Moore believes it was abused.
Instead of rushing to turn the rescued
dog into a working guardian dog, Moore
set Kirby up in a private paddock and
put out food and water but didn’t
attempt to touch or teach the dog
commands. After Kirby regained some
weight and improved physically, Moore
introduced it to Oliver.

“Oliver had this way of interacting
with Kirby that assured him, “This is a
good place. You'll like it here,” she says.
“[Kirby] started to come out of his shell.”

Moore started showing Oliver
affection in front of Kirby, and the shy
dog eventually began seeking out her
attention. While Kirby didn't show
promise as an LGD, the dog became a
treasured companion for Moore and
Oliver.

“Most of the time, the dogs are trying
to tell us what they need and we’re not
listening,” she says. “It’s a thing of beauty
to watch these dogs flourish and become
valuable members of the farm.”

Jodi Helmer writes with five dogs at her feet in
Charlotte, N.C.
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